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Limits

Welhavellearnedlin[thelpastltwolstudylunits[ that ourlclassical teachers
regarded (the[duty tolhonourlour(parentsias’alcomplex/anddifficultlobligation.[We
know[today, as[they[ knew![ then, that relationships between[childrenland[their
parentslaremotlalwaysistraightforward. Perhaps(thelonly differencelis thattodaywe
asLalsocietylarelfar morelawarelof[ the[problems.[ What happenshen[things[go
wrong?Howl[shouldlalchild [behaveltoward alparentiwholhas hurt[them? Orwho
hasmeglected their(tolelas'aparent? How might/a[parent(raise(their child [Sothat/she

orhelgrowsuplableltobehavetowardsthemwith[thehonour/and(thereverencelthat
our/traditionlexpects?

Thislis[aldouble uinitlaslitlislikely [you will(heed [to.completelit[in[twolone hour
sessions.
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A(Foolish[Act?
Talmud Kiddushin(32a

Comelandhear, theyasked Rabbi
Eleazer, towhatlextentlislonerequired(to
honour/one’s[fatherland mother.

Helsaid tothem, to(theléxtentthatthe
fathermay(takeapurselof moneyand
hurlftlintothelsealin front/of him,

and thechild would notldause him
shame.

Theldiscussionldontinues

Andiflyoulwere(tosuggest(thatlthe
purse belonged [fothefather@anyway,
sowhatwas[thelloss/folthelson...?

then, (clearly, itimusthavelcontained his
inheritance!
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| warned lagainstunethical behaviour, shaming his parent.

Source3

See how Maimonides(takesthisléxample,@andthewayhelinterpretslit, inlhislegal
code.

Mishneh(TorahLawof Rebels6:7
Towhatléxtentimustionehonour(one’sfather

andmother? DDN'!BINBﬁJ’D [ HD’T! [ry
Evenlifithey fookapurseofigoldenidoins yYvibymbwbnEyvy ox
belongingtolthelson,@nd hurled it, infront

ofhim, intothelsea, ooalirsvm
heshould not'shamelthem (Dol
orishow hislanguish(folthem [brmoaalhyyolks
orlbecomelangryinfrontofthem, b b Ik
butdatherhelshould accept/thewritten TLDWIIND?
decreeland keeplsilent. men [hynon BT\’UB?JP’H‘{'JN

Maimonideslis(known/forhisstrictlinsistence/onhonour/for(parents/at/alltimes.
Whatldolyoulthink?Ishelaskingfoomuch?Orlisheright?

Source4
The Wicked Parent
Menorat'ha Maor, [Chapter9[(Honouring/parents)p.18
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Andfustiasthefatherfis/obliged foteach
his’sonléthicslandfoleadhimonlan
uprightlpath,@nd(foldommand him fo
perform mitzvotiand good deeds,
soltoolisitheson[obliged foobeythe
father@nd FolistenTohisivords,andfo
perform'the mitzvot;thisistruelévenfor
mattersunrelated o the/diommandents.

Butlifthelfather(sins,@andhisintentionfis
tolead/thesonlastray, pushinghim
away from/doingthewill 0f his/Creator,
suchldslonewhofeaches(his(child o Ifo
roblor tolthievelorto(kill,(or@ny ofthe
like,

orltolabandonlévenoneoflithe mitzvot,
thenlthelchild mustemovehimself
fromlthe father’sldommand,
and(disobeyhisadvicedand mottolfulfil
any of hisfather’steachings;
aslitis(said,“they(shallmotbelastheir
fathers, [d stubborn(and Bebellious
generation.” Psalm78:8

Sourcel5

NotltobeRigid orInflexible
Sefer/Chasidim(595((954)
Theyshallnotlenragetheir'son'somuch'that

heldannotrestrain himself butmustxebel
againstithem.

Source 6
A[ParentMay [Forgo(theHonour Due
MaimonidesLLawsof Rebels(6:8

Evenlthoughiwelhavelbeen/commanded[to
honour(ourfatheriand mother],

alpersonlis forbidden(tolplace too heavyla
yokelonhis(children,
orltobeltooléxactingwith(them[in[regard to
hislorherownhonour,
inldaselthe[parent[Gausesthemto/stumble.
Rather, (heJor(she]should forgiveland shut
hisleyes.
Forlifiafatherforgoesthehonour/duetohim,
hishonourlisforgoed.
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